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Eugene Willging 


Willkie, Wendell One World. Simon and Schuster, 
April 1943. 206p. Paper, $1.00; Cloth, $2.00. 


Were these the days sub-titles should suggest for 
this book: “What? Again, Mr. Chips?” The author 
seems determined have something say about the 
foreign relations the United States, once sought 
have something say about domestic questions. Now 
then his reasons for ousting the incumbent seem 
the weakest. 


His views international politics have matured between 
two political campaigns and the course forty-nine 
days flight around the world. seems think that 
this journey gives him right advise us. Several re- 
viewers, including, regret say, Walter Lippmann, seem 
agree with him. This reviewer sees nothing has 
brought back that was worth the travelling after. 


Several times says that this trip became “con- 
vinced that which had previously “suspected.” The 
public was fair position before know what sus- 
pected. was therefore fair position forecast 
what “convictions” would attain. took with him 
“suspicious” only the views that had come believe 
back the same views with deepening purging but 
only with little local color borrowed from Turkey 
China make them seem picturesque. They are simply 
the views aired thousand forms the left columnists: 
that the world smaller than used be, and that this 
shrinkage involves the United States the high moral 
obligation playing Busybody the Universe. 


The Near East, seems, suffers from bad sanitation, bad 
education, bad religion and from subservience British 
imperialism. The first two these evils can remedied 
American money and American schools. The bad 


religion apparently hopeless for Mr. admires 
Turkey almost much Russia, and Turkey has solved 
the religious problem doing without religion. The 
fourth evil redressed, appears, repudiating 
the present fellowship Roosevelt and Churchill. The 
vacuum would filled, presume, Messrs. Willkie 
and Stalin. 


not explicitly stated but everywhere suggested 
that this alignment would new and much more 
moral sort Axis. While not considering ourselves 
British imperialists, sometimes wonder just what im- 
provement would brought other regimes. Much 
hypocrisy has doubtless been current under the cover 
the phase, “the white man’s burden.” The anxiety 
people, white and not white, share the carrying 
the burden makes skeptical the quality their 
motives. The words one the wisest American 
writers come that the Englishman 
English weather his heart wherever goes; becomes 
cool spot the desert, and steady and sane oracle 
black day for the human race when scientific blackguards, 
conspirators, churls, and fanatics manage supplant 
him.” These are words truth well poetry and 
hard see what advantage the peoples the Ganges 
and Irrawaddy will derive from the fact that Moscow has 
replaced London either their center administration 
their source propaganda. 


this distinction the author more than blind. 
sees falsely. shares the insensitiveness most politi- 
cians the obvious and criminal tyranny ally. 
has the same blasé and empty attitude the Kremlin 
characterized the precious book Joseph Davies. 
accepts the political implications that empty friendship 
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Willkie Whitaker 


which presently threatens stultify the whole cause 
our welfare. 


The warmth about Russia counterbalanced not only 
the disparagement England but the top-lofty criti- 
cism the Chinese government. The author course 
professes great admiration for the “common people” 
China, for that what wanted the “liberals” 
America whom hopes capture. also has un- 
limited expectations the opportunities for investment 
the Western provinces, for that will appeal American 
capital. this unnatural coalition “liberals” and con- 
servatives will give him the direction American policy 
will fish the troubled politics between Russia and 
China, for that what appeals Wendell Willkie 
returns from his flight through the air and through the 
realms fancy. 


The closing chapters pretend state our war aims. 
you expect any enlightenment this obscure subject 
not know where send you. Certainly not these 
pages. There course some sort world coun- 
cil. Many advisers have told that, and Mr. Willkie 
does not differ any way other than leaving out the 
daily quart milk for everyone. The real question: 
what kind council? with what relation Ameri- 
can with what sacrifice American inter- 
with what obligations blood and with 
what tribute the values religion and the world 
the.spirit? with what obligations the freedom man- 
kind?—these real questions are left unanswered. the 
next campaign brings better suggestions and higher 


leadership shall badly off indeed. 


recommend the book not for any particular merit 
either literature politics. does have value 
curious compend sophistical reasoning. may there- 
fore serve many teacher logic bad 
examples. 
Reverend John Cartwright, 
Washington, 


Whitaker, John Cannot Escape History. Mac- 
millan, 1943.. 374p. $2.75. 


This book cheap, vicious, misleading, and prejudiced. 
There evidence that Mr. Whitaker had any desire 
write only the truth when prepared the book. 
much time spent Spain, directly and indirectly, 
that more revealing title would have been, Why Hate 
Franco and Fascism. This reviewer not even mildly 
interested Mr. Whitaker’s likes and dislikes since 
considers them importance. However, when Mr. 
Whitaker, like many other anti-Catholic correspond- 
ents, places the worst posible interpretation upon any- 
thing with which Catholics are any way identified, 
and the most kindly interpretation possible upon any- 
thing with which the enemies the Church are identified, 
seems that the time ripe for plain speaking and plain 
writing. Moreover, the book contains accounts inter- 
views, many which this reviever does not think ever 
took place. impossible imagine Mussolini, Laval, 
Litvinov, and many other important officials revealing 
openly Mr. Whitaker the very secret material which 
maintains they spoke him. 


There little evidence that the author made any effort 
study the fundamental causes the European unrest 
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the 1930’s. Practically documentary source material 
presented. The reader expected believe practically 
anything and everything merely because correspondent 
has presented the statements book. Much the 
material seems have been hastily written. There 
much repetition. discussing the problems France, 
the author proceeds for page after page with recapitula- 
tion what have been reading for months. 
that new added. Personal likes and dislikes seem 
have determined the entire tone the book. Anyone 
who disagrees with Mr. Whitaker necessarily bad 
man. Everything presented simple black and white. 
There are gradations. There uncertainty the 
author’s mind. All Europe’s evils stemmed from the 
inability the so-called government Spain quell 
the Franco revolt. That matter deserves more detailed 
attention this point. 


Mr. Whitaker disregards completely the fact that the 
Spanish revolt was precipitated the unwillingness 
the popular front government protect the right free 
expression and public worship. maintains that the 
government punished the murderers among the Leftists. 
That simply not true. Mr. Whitaker fails produce 
any evidence that the Negrin government opposed any 
way the destruction Catholicism the anarchistic and 
red elements. desperation, the Catholics revolted. For 
some people, Mr. Whitaker writes, Franco “is ‘great 
gentleman’ and ‘great For the man 
and the type responsible for the 1,500,000 Spanish dead, 
for Badajoz and the other butcheries, for Guernica and 
all the other blackened ruins” (p. 107). Supporting 
Franco were “the royalists, the landowners, the generals, 
and the Catholic hierarchy, distinct from the Catholic 
masses, for that matter, from the Catholic middle 
classes Catalonia and Vasconia” (p. And “Ger- 
many and Italy could defeated only the 
effective intervention American diplomacy. This was 
difficult long America remained isolationist, with the 
Congress intimidated minority faction the Ameri- 
can Catholics” (p. 121). 


short, American Catholics are responsible for 
This, despite the fact that many Catholics have stressed 
repeatedly their equal detestation for Fascism, Nazism, 
and Communism. Mr. Whitaker does not express con- 
tempt for Communism. true that does criticize 
it, but not nearly the degree that does Fascism and 
Nazism. shocked the deaths associated with 
war-time Spain, Mr. Whitaker complacently remarks rela- 
tive the deaths associated with peace time Russia, “The 
purges were necessary keep the party power and Stalin 
supreme” (p. 280). That all. Stalin pictured re- 
peatedly having been actually forced into his alliance 
with Germany 1939 the indifference England and 
France. The Russian invasion Poland not consid- 
ered any importance, nor the seizure the various 
Baltic nations Russia. high point humor un- 
intentionally struck when Mr. Whitaker writes, apropos 
Russian elections, was struck the fact that the 
Communist candidates were unopposed” (p. 
haps the best section the book that the seizure 
Czecho-Slovakia Hitler, when Mr. Whitaker wrote 
what saw, not what imagined. The book cannot 


recommended. 
Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, Chicago. 
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Book the Month Club---May Selection 


Aldanov, Mark. The Fifth April 19, 
1943. 482p. $3.00. 


Without threat, prophecy, speculation, remedial sug- 
gestion, the author this novel characterization subtly 
reveals much that essentially wrong the world, 
the words and reflections each character underlines 
the basic weaknesses order which the logical 
outcome exaggerated and misguided reasoning. Very 
unobtrusively researches the unchangeable human- 
exposed the various theories for self-glorification which, 
having weakened removed altogether the steel bands 
that keep men united the things flesh and spirit, 
have resulted misanthropy which 
threatens destroy even its apostles. 


Under The Fifth Seal, which St. John his Apocalypse 
beheld broken judgment the martyrs who had died 
giving testimony the Truth, Aldanov uncertainly assem- 
bles all those caught the crisis the Soviet purge, the 
Spanish Civil War, and the types those men who uni- 
versally are asserting the rights individuals even they 
destroy the institutions freedom. 


The story concerned chiefly with the members the 
Soviet embassy Paris, interesting group personali- 
ties portraying their differences the transition from the 
revolutionary the dominating forces Communism. 


Ironically enough, the Ambassador Kangarov his 
wife, Helen, appear least concerned about the Party. 
Kangarov for the present content with the work that 
takes him away from Russia more luxurious and dis- 
tinguished environment, enhanced the presence his 
beautiful young secretary and interpreter, Nadia, with 
whom foolishly love, and the only one, other than 
himself, whom gives serious thought. His dreams 
for the future center around little plot land “all his 
where can settle down after having divorced his 
wifes and married the much younger Nadia. Helen, 
though she despises her husband, smug her position 
wife the Ambassador and lives constantly the 
stage, making the most her “exits” and “entrances” 
and indeed playing “many parts.” She treats Nadia with 
scorn she does any suggestion divorce. 


Nadia staunch Communist and though she enjoys 
the indulgences the bourgeoisie, she judges everything 
foreign inferior the Russian and longs return her 
own country, younger companions, away from the flat- 
tering attentions and boring discussions the Ambas- 
sador and his party. She dreams brilliant career 
Russian writer, and she doesn’t give even the slightest 
encouragement the adoring Ambassador. 


The man called Wislicenus, who had been one the 
most active and ardent the early revolutionaries, still 
working for the Government but under suspicion that 
foreshadows his being drawn into the purge which 
gradually eliminating the comrades Lenin. Quietly 
bored with the present regime, broods over the mis- 
takes that had been made the beginning when all 
moral restraint had been removed enable man, his 
own power, attain his super-human stature and order 
his own affairs society where every man equal. 
Wislicenus not disgusted with Communism, however, 
but with the weakness man who grew less noble under 


Aldanov 


the pressure development. conspicuous among 
his lavishly dressed and sumptuously feted companions 
his defiance convention and his adherence the prole- 
tarian model, much the disgust the Ambassador. 
The staff secretary also sincere serving the Party 
with thought other than conform and his 
part furthering friendly relations with the French 
government. 


Tamarin, the general whose services have continued with- 
out interruption since the days the military 
minded, quick credit skill discountenance laxity 
ally foe, obviously the old regime but devoted 
Russia and discreet cloaking his personal views point- 
the Spanish Front and killed during night raid 
Madrid. 


The superficiality French thought and government be- 
comes evident the personalities associates with whom 
the Soviet Party meet officially and socially for discussion. 
Outstanding the writer Vermandois, famous for his 
earlier works but disgusted himself continues 
“write for living” subjecting thought rival techniques. 
has become disillusioned with the profession that pro- 
duces nothing original but constantly reverts ancient 
types. His disgust intensified when his typist, Alvera, 
who has reduced all living mathematical formula, 
brought his conscious attention only after the young 
man’s distorted reasoning has given vent criminal 
instinct for murder which had deliberately and calmly 
developed habit his sociological pattern. 


Vermandois master the ready quip and apt quotation 
and included every gathering the élite; quite 
pleased with his own versatility but bored the point 
despising the entire company pseudo-rationalists. 
sympathy with the principles Communism, though 
cannot himself manage live within his means. 
his view governments the world over sees evidence 
the universal stupidity man his misconception 
freedom. 


the receptions the palace and the salon the 
Countless Bellancombre the same inane discussion 
accompanied the same bored tolerance are witnessed 
each one the company contributes brightly and 
his own satisfaction, while his heart despises the 
shallowness his neighbor. 


There little action the novel. The murder and the 
trial Alvera are outstanding the plot; and the premo- 
nitions Wislicenus are climaxed when falls victim 
the “Gay-Pay-Oo.” The story ends indignant 
note when Kangarov, brazenly and without benefit dip- 
lomatic parlance, asks Vermandois endorse the Soviet 
purge. 


The book very cleverly written. Thought and speech 
are woven very dramatically produce artistic reflec- 
tion each character. But the finished picture very 
hopeless sight. The reader sees only disillusionment 
and disgust with mankind general. The author offers 
alternative. apparently looks for some new force 
regeneration within the orders established order 
bring man sounder realization his own possibilities. 
Christianity not even mentioned much less recognized 
the predominant force counter-attacking the inhuman- 
ness the misanthropists. 


Burton Hilton 


Many and sometimes lengthy French quotations are inter- 
spersed, advancing the style that for the adult reader. 
The philosophical discussions, too, place the book beyond 
the taste and understanding the young immature. 


Catholic Book Club---April Selection 


Burton, Katherine. Celestial Homespun. The Life 
Isaac Thomas Hecker. Longmans, Green. April 1943. 
393p. $3.00. 


expect Katherine Burton write “best sellers” the 
Catholic field and again she does not disappoint us. Her 
story the conversion Isaac Hecker and his place 
the Catholic history the United States one read 
with profit every one. Our one criticism that his 
youthful years are recorded too carefully, infinitesimal 
and unimportant details his everyday life are related 
length, and one tires young man who this day 
would labeled “queer” and advised consult 
psychiatrist. 


While dabbling politics and social reforms seemed 
divide his interests them and the various religions 
common the United States, g., Episcopalian, Con- 
gregational, Methodist, Mormon. The intellectuals 
Brook Farm with whom lived while endeavoring 
satisfy his inward craving for truth, proved ineffectual 
their influence. The story his entrance into the Cath- 
olic Church particularly dramatic, with his later ordina- 
follow the life Father Hecker with amazement, sympa- 
thy, sometimes trepidation, fearing that will not ac- 
complish the work for which was ordained—to bring 
groping souls the Catholic Church and peace. 


His unsuccessful effort establish English-speaking 
Order the United States—the dispensa- 
tion his fellow American priests and himself from their 
simple vows and from permanence the 
Congregation Pope Pius new assignment 
promote the sanctification their neighbors and the eter- 
nal salvation souls America—all led the formation 
the first missionary congregation the United States, 
The Society St. Paul the Apostle, known The Paulist 
Fathers. 


The Catholic World which today maintains fearless 
attitude current events, instructing and educating 
always, and printing the Catholic viewpoint contro- 
versial questions, owes its origin Father Hecker and 
this order intrepid missionaries. Miss Burton excels her- 
self the description the final days Father Hecker’s 
life. listened with the sorrowing crowds attending 
the Requiem Mass for Isaac Hecker Father Campbell’s 
funeral sermon concluded— 


that amid the darkness forty years ago star shone 
before the eyes another watcher and he, like the 
kings old, arose and followed it. kept onward 
through doubt and disappointment and defeat till 
found the long sought Christ and laid his feet the 
gold and myrrh and frankincense his past life. 
with the Magi, this earnest seeker Truth, Isaac 
Hecker, felt his heart full peace when the long and 
weary search was ended. Like the Magi old, was 
bidden God’s representative return his own 
country and there begin second pilgrimage. 


Best SELLERS 


The journey has now been finished and the pilgrimage 
was over. Isaac the Seeker had found the Sought. 


This book that should included every Catholic 
library and will appreciated college students and 
adults. interesting biography that written the 
style novel, easy read and informative the aver- 
age lay reader. 

Bertha Winter Mahoney, 
Book Mark, Erie, Pa. 


Hilton, James. The Story Dr. Wassell. Little, Brown. 
April 22, 1943. 158p. $1.50. 


James Hilton has found worthy successor his Mr. 
Chips and this time living hero our own country 
Commander Corydon Wassell, U.S.N.R. The Story 
Dr. Wassell Mr. Hilton takes one incident, which occurred 
during the present war and for which the doctor was 
awarded the Navy Cross and public citation the 
President, from the life naval surgeon and reforms 
into fictional style produce very readable book. 


February 1942, the cruisers, U.S.S. Houston and 
Marblehead were severely battered superior 
Japanese force. They limped into port Java and many 
their seriously burned and injured men were hospital- 
ized under Dutch auspices the interior. Several days 
later American doctor was sent them act 
liaison officer and general supervise their treatment 
and care for them. This officer was Dr. Wassell who had 
just arrived Java after lifetime spent smalltown 
doctor Arkansas and medical missionary China. 
Doctor Wassell began his job making friends with the 
men and doing what could ease their suffering 
and loneliness. Medical service was completely charge 
the Dutch the doctor had duty other than care 
for his sailors. won their confidence his approach 
which included treating them human beings and not 
merely naval ratings. 


When some the men were beginning convalesce 
word came that those able stand rough voyage 
would evacuated due the continued success the 
Japs the northward. The doctor knew that most 
his men would not come under that classification but 
also knew their intense desire get home and 
certified them all ready leave. secured them 
transportation the port embarkation and 
naval base. Upon arrival was unable get his men 
past the gangplank without further permission and when 
his superiors saw the condition the men were they 
refused but finally consented take about thirty the 
more able. The doctor then returned with the others 
the hospital and when news the Jap landing Java 
came tried his utmost have them evacuated with 
departing bomber squadron only have the plane as- 
signed them wrecked just before departure. After the 
hospital had suffered its first bombing the doctor managed 
obtain transportation for his men with British column 
moving the south. reached the seashore with all 
but one man who proved too weak travel and there, 
after considerable difficulty, persuade the 
captain Dutch inter-island steamer crowd his men 
aboard. The voyage perilous and fear fraught but they 
finally reached Australia and safety. 


The story itself not nearly exciting many others 
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which have come out this war. What makes out- 
standing the greatness spirit displayed Dr. Wassell 
the care and rescue his men. That care was tender, 
gentle and humanized—he worried over them yet con- 
stantly succeeded keeping them cheerful and draw- 
ing forth the best that was them; his was selfless 
devotion duty done not the spirit heroism but 
rather simply and unquestionedly befitted simple 
man. His courage was quiet and unassuming was his 
whole personality. did not think himself his 
own danger but only others and was always willing 
sacrifice himself their behalf. Because its portrayal 
noble and humble character The Story Dr. Wassell 
may recommended all classes readers. 


Feuchtwanger, Lion. Double, Double Toil and Trouble. 
Viking. April 23, 1943. 375p. $2.75. 


The subject the suprasensible has always been in- 
terest, particularly when concerned with prophecy. 
When this topic combined with the story the rise 
Hitler and the Nazis you have theme general appeal. 
Oscar Lautensack May 1931 was clairvoyant with 
local reputation, the protegé nationally respected 
sculptress Anna Tirschenreuth and close friend Alois 
Pranner known the stage the magician Cagliostro. 
Through Anna’s instrumentality Oscar was engaged for 
psychical research the interests pure science but had 
not even begun work when induced his brother 
Hansjorg join the Nazi party, then definitely the 
minority. Soon after Oscar had his first contact with 
Hitler (p. 39), tantalizing morsel scene handled 
with admirable restraint. 


Gradually, with the aid Cagliostro the stage, Oscar 
becomes major tool Nazi politics. Séances are ar- 
ranged the Society for the Dissemination the Ger- 
man World-Philosophy the homes wealthy socialites 
and industrialists; men and women with “problems” have 
private consultations with the seer whose decisions the 
course the applicant should follow are generally dictated 
Nazi policy. His influence over Hitler increases but 
seems dependent favorable, coincidental meetings 
rather than continuous, close advisory relationship. His 
summit reached with the completion magnificent 
rural home, especially designed for his work clair- 
voyant; Hitler the guest honor and pledges the estab- 
lishment new Academy which Oscar will the 
head. power comes jealousy. Oscar diplomat. 
reveals little scraps information. sees Hitler 
about reprieve for his mistress’s brother without using 
the proper channels. particular, alienates the Ges- 
tapo chiefs; result they persuade Der Fuehrer that 
Oscar’s lack secretiveness menace more strong than 
his clairvoyant abilities; ergo, Oscar shuffles off this mortal 
coil theatrical style. 


Through life see the workings the Nazis; 
their rise from one party the party; their use the 
industrialists and financiers who had intended use them 
control the Communists; their ruthless methods 
cloaked with gauze veil civilization (see the scene 
which Paul lying prison cell); the inner circle 
Fuehrlings around Der Fuehrer. Deliberately the author 
minimizes Oscar’s gifts clairvoyance after indicating 
opening interlude several cases telepathy which 
seem prove the existence unusual faculties per- 


Feuchtwanger Herbert 


ception knowledge. The chief technical fault the 
novel over-reliance indirect discourse describing 
such actions Paul’s critique Hitler and Oscar’s court- 
room actions. Basically, the book moral because 
condemnation opportunism and brutalitarian methods. 
Clairvoyance pictured being about 95% charlatanism 
and good showmanship. Because few sexual scenes 
believe its reading should limited adults. 


Winner the Commonwealth Literary 
Prize Competition Australia 


Herbert, Xavier. Capricornia. Foreword Carl Van 
Doren. Appleton-Century Company, New York. 
April 26, 1943. 649p. $3.00. 


The scene Capricornia, Mr. Van Doren says, “the 
youngest all English-speaking frontiers,” northern Aus- 
tralia from Port Darwin inland, from 1900 into the thir- 
ties. The five-page list principal characters medley 
whites, natives, halfcastes, Chinese, and others. 


Oscar and Mark Shillingsworth come Capricornia 
young government clerks. Correct-living Oscar marries 
society girl, (who later elopes), and becomes 
perous owner the Red Ochre cattle Mark 
drinks, consorts with native women, and soon finds him- 
self with illegitimate halfcaste son whom together with 
his mother rejects their fate. But the scandal comes 
between him and Heather, sister Oscar’s wife, and this 
sets him his disreputable ways, ending the murder 
Chinaman and escape the army. Meanwhile his 
son Nawnim left natives with Oscar, who furious 
but helpless last accepts the boy and raises and educates 
him white, away from Capricornia. Thus Nawnim 
becomes Norman, gentleman. 


But returned Capricornia Norman again condemned 
halfcaste, refused job the railroad, develops 
chip-on-the-shoulder attitudes, leading brawls, till even 
Oscar and cousin Marigold find him inconvenient. When 
Oscar dies, Norman inherits Red Ochre. Learning from 
Heather that his father Mark lives but trying leave 
the country with Charles Ket and Frank McLash, two 
fellows sought for murder, searches for him. the 
wilderness finds Tocky, halfcaste girl, camping alone, 
having run away from mission school. They cohabit. 
After leaves her, Frank McLash finds her, wants her, 
and frightened him, she shoots him and tells one. 
Later Norman finds her again. Having become really 
fond her, takes her home with him. Since she 
government ward, this brings him police trouble. Then 
heavy cost gets Mark acquitted murder and 
sees Mark and Heather finally marry. Just then Frank’s 
bones are discovered. When the police come, thinks 
for Tocky again and tells her hide until comes 
for her. Instead arrested for Frank’s murder. 
saved only expensive lawyer who proves inferen- 
tially that Tocky self-defense had killed Frank. Nor- 
man returns Red Ochre and Tocky’s hiding place, but 
finds only her and baby’s skeleton. 


The novel full adultery, miscegenation and brawls, 
including several murders. Thus packed full action 
and sin, can hardly help having high interest quotient. 
There some pidgin English, offensive swearing 


Fast 


indecency. The sexuality not exxpressed offensive 
language suggestive detail. 


The novel sharp indictment the brutal and im- 
moral way the white man assumed the “white man’s 
burden” Australia. consciously makes one feel that 
the color line injustice and dishonest. While not 
idealizing the Aborigines, our Cooper does the Indians, 
this book concedes them weak and immoral savages 
but insists that given much time and attention and 
schooling and religion the Anglo-Saxons have had, 
they could become just civilized, which, the book 
implies, isn’t saying very much. The whites are repre- 
sented the despoilers the native and halfcaste women 
and then exposing mother and child. 


The secondary but emotionally prominent impression 
that adultery and fornication, while very natural and 
almost too tempting resistible, are nevertheless repre- 
hensible. Such acts are never presented good 
leading happy results. The best pages the book are 
the four which father forces seducer marry the 
girl (pp. 217-21). Unfortunately, however, there 
much sexuality that while never approved, finally tends 
seem less wrong because the everybody’s-doing-it 
effect. historical picture, the novel true this 
respect—but fiction can only condemn fornication whole- 
somely isolates amidst virtue, not multiplies 
amidst virtue. 


The book also creates the attitudes that murder, brawling 
and drunkenness are ugly and expensive. 


specific objection that amorous nurses, presumably 
lay, are spoken sisters (p. 309) such way 
might carry over bad suggestion Catholic sisterhood 
nurses. 


The novel’s major impression about racism can this 
country wholesomely applied the negro question. 
But the impression against adultery best too primitive 
American readers much good. therefore not 
the great book some would make out be. has 
virtually sweetness and light. may serve prophy- 
lactic, not permanent inspiration. But since its 
attitudes are fundamentally sound, even thin and weak, 
the novel may with some profit read adults. 


Duell, Sloan and 


Fast, Howard. Citizen Tom Paine. 
Pearce. April 22, 1943. $2.75. 


This book powerful and dramatic restatement 
dangerous myth about American liberty. the myth 
which Tom Paine wrote, the fallacy that man can 
truly free without rooting his freedom the true God. 
Paine believed deism, that strange companionate mar- 
riage between religion and rationalism which was un- 
doubtedly one—but not the only—intellectual current 
the American Revolution. accepted vague God 
his own fashioning, condemned all organized and 
revealed religion, and, course, rejected the dogma 
the divinity Christ. then claimed for man all the 
rights demanded man’s human dignity. Therein lay 
the great tragedy Tom Paine, for, when jettisoned 
revealed religion, robbed human diginity its meaning. 


Howard Fast has written bitter, hard, and intensely 
moving book about tragic intellectual error. The chief 
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fault the author that does not seem see that 
was error. Paine moves through these pages the 
form thwarted and passionate hero with miraculous 
gift for rousing men the name freedom. was one 
the greatest propagandists and pamphleteers modern 
history; put backbone into the discouraged Continental 
Army again and again the times that tried men’s souls. 
But was intellectually wrong the great issue 
human liberty, did not really know what involved; 
and this dynamic, colorful volume, with its faultless 
clipped style and superb sense theatre, does not make 
that fact sufficiently clear. 


With these very important qualifications, the book 
really great historical novel. the tense record 
revolution which, Mr. Fast makes Lafayette say, “moved 
worlds and awakened the sleeping ages”. story 
very human and average men—and few great ones— 
groping their way the fashioning empire pregnant 
with freedom new and shining the eyes the world. 
the story wild and beautiful dream which un- 
accountably came true, though most those who dreamed 
came very near giving up. And, grant him his 
due, much the story Paine the ne’er-do-well 
from the gutters London, who wrote one night 
drum-head little book called “Common Sense” that 
gave new heart beaten army falling back the 
Delaware. 


Mr. Fast makes Tom Paine seem startlingly real. You can 
scarcely like him, but you see him and understand him, 
with his “sharp hooked nose, and sharp chin, full mouth, 
and oddly twisted eyes tight with bitterness”. His hands 
“were from the bench, meaty and broad”, but could 
write about the American Dream such wise keep 
the Dream sharp-etched men’s hearts; and that was 
what was most needed those days when the ragged 
colonial militia reeled backward across the Jerseys and 
Washington pleaded, “You talk them, Tom!” 


was, said again, only half right about the great 
issue human freedom and American independence, 
but what did grasp and what told them around the 
campfires was enough carry them through. But when 
the revolution was won and the moderate men began 
build nation out the Dream, Tom Paine the passionate 
propagandist was finished. was sad that did not 
realize that was finished. Yet, when died poverty 
and disgrace and mocked the people for whom had 
fought and thought, these past deeds his might have 
been graciously remembered. 


The last third the book tells Paine’s failure make 
another revolution Europe. sat the roaring 
French Assembly 1792, and lay for months the 
Luxembourg prison because had not understood the 
difference between the things that had happened 
America after 1775 and the things that the French were 
trying the next decade. one action deep with 
pathos gives the key all his errors: broke with 
Washington the President because Washington, felt, 
had sold his soul the conservatives. 


Some rather earthy passages, frequent reproductions 
decidedly salty oaths and imprecations, and, few in- 
stances, unnecessary and irreverent employment the 
holy name, make the book, this reviewer’s judgment, 
unsuitable for all but adult readers. the mature, 
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however, Citizen Tom Paine will prove profound 
and thrilling experience. his publishers call Howard 
Fast “one the few major American novelists”, this re- 
viewer will certainly not quarrel with them. 

Lewis, Sinclair. Gideon Planish. Random April 


22, 1943. 438p. $2.50. 


What Christopher Dawson has called the heresy ac- 
tivism, movement and action for its own sake Kleig- 
lighted Gideon Planish after Sinclair Lewis has removed 
the make-up. The lights are very strong and never re- 
duced; the result sickly white picture one aspect 
American civilization. 


boy ten Gideon Planish had already determined 
his future, that orator and professional uplifter. 
college student helped organize the Socialist League and 
the Adelbert Snappy Dressers’ Pantatorium (which cost 
his father several hundred dollars) and dozen other 
little affairs characterized aptly his psychology in- 
structor “bumbling busyness”. professor Eng- 
lish sowed some wild oats with rich young widow 
(Gid always smelt money) but married one his stu- 
dents. Dean introduced courses Russian and 
started Music Guild and abolished hazing (of which the 
first two faded) and became the father child never 
understood and began state-wide lecture tours balance 
the household budget, continually precarious state 
because Peony’s fondness for imported antique rugs, 
furniture, bric-a-brac and all the things that look better 
museum. this period was Chairman 
the County Censorship Board. Called upon (by dynamic 
wife Peony) censor The Tattooed Countess Native 
Son Iowa, they succeeded only selling quite few 
copies for the druggist. Soon thereafter left the campus 
for the metropolis (of Des Moines) edit Rural Adult 
Education, his stepping stone organizational work for 
the What these later activities were are 
neatly summarized as, 


“Getting out circular letters, both appeals for funds 
and morale-boosting, teaching the staff cagy 
the phone about whether the director not, and 
distinguish, among callers, between mere cranks who 
just want ask questions, and real sympathizers that 
might come across with some money; scholarly research 
all subjects—there’s always college instructors with 
big families that are willing work cheap and grub 
out the facts the library, and write acceptable articles 
for the director sign, executive secretary the 
case may be; addressing assemblies, especially women, 
both the drawing-room and hotel ballroom meet- 
ings; getting actors and pianists make free appear- 
ances large rallies, and coaching the ushers pass 
the pledge blanks the right signal; making the 
speakers, politicians, pipe down the proper time; 
getting concessions and fair price from hotel banquet 
managers—I needn’t tell you that you charge the 
guests five dollars for philanthropic dinner, you 
don’t know your business you actually pay the hotel 
one cent more than dollar sixty-five, including dinner, 
tips, hall and light, and that really skilled man ought 
get for one thirty-five, including after-dinner pep- 
permints; going lunch with bankers and listening 
whatever they have say about new bull market; 
attending committee meetings and moving vote 
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thanks and keeping all speeches about the call im- 
mediate action down three minutes; keeping lists 
prospects right date regards both changed 
addresses, present financial standing, and susceptibility 
emotional appeal; how address important people 
the telephone; wangling publicity the newspapers 
and the radio; making all organization literature 
and interviews nice mixture optimism and warn- 
ings about the menace the American Way Life 
Yes, think may honestly say know the whole 
routine scientific philanthropy, educational propa- 
ganda, the skilled encouragement the virtue gen- 
erosity, and the publicizing all noble causes—such 
your promotion culture and, have doubt, 
music among the Eskimos.” 


Several years with one organization are all that Dr. Planish 
(or Peony; his employers) can endure. But the trees 
are numerous and fruitful. There may 
developed “Every Man Priest Fraternity”, which few 
philanthropists might induced support, society 
promote Eskimo culture any dozen others. 
make these changes one must adaptable. Dr. Planish 
(led pushed conditioned Peony) was Adaptable 
and Versatile. combined the faculties both squads 
college debating team. one night could talk 
most convincingly and affirmatively “Whether women 
should bear arms” and few nights later, different 
section the country, talk equally convincingly the 
negative side. Finally, Gid reached the upper bracket 
organizational life when became Directive Secretary 
the DDD—the Dynamos Democratic Direction, small 
group whose chief purpose further the political and 
other ambitions mysterious and wealthy Colonel 
Marduc. the story ends Gid has offer return 
Kinnikinick College its President. Peony can’t re- 
linquish the bright lights and platform appearances. The 
answer no. They stay organizational work. 


Gideon Planish pure, unadulterated, mordant satire, 
not merely the professional organizers and orators and 
public relations men who are promoting countless fads 
but other traits American character such con- 
stant recourse profanity (“All Colonel Marduc’s 
Bright Young Men felt they had curse and meta- 
phorical and folksy They never said ‘No’ when 
‘Hell, no’ would just well”) (p.379); the night-club 
type life, the constant urge spend money inutile 
things; the dissatisfaction with the small town and the 
simple life. Gid has his pricks conscience, incarnated 
mid-Westerner, Mr. Johnson Minneapolis. Peony, 
though, strong enough counter conscience any 
purely emotional desire return the simple life, ex- 
emplified Kinnikinick College. Occasionally, Lewis 
digs the Church (e.g., p.340, 426) but never too seri- 
ously. believe adults will enjoy Lewis’ latest study 
the American scene. 


Forbes, Kathryn. Mama’s Bank 


Brace. March 18, 1943. 204p. $2.00. 


“Mama’s bank account’ ’is the symbol the security, 
strength and content which Mama envelops her family 
and brings them without fear worry through every 
emergency. From inexhaustible reserve, not dollars, 
but patience, wisdom and kind understanding, Mama 
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generously and unfailingly draws the best solution 
every perplexity. For less than the best she considers not 
good enough for the family she loves, and quietly but with 
unswerving determination Mama has her own way 
everything that concerns their well being. 


Kathryn Forbes wrote the first these sketches Mama 
for the Reader’s Digest about year ago, and popular 
demand she has developed further the character the 
Norwegian family San Francisco. The aunts and uncles 
are brought into the enlarged picture but Mama domi- 
nates the scene, she looks after all them and makes 
certain that everything “is good.” 


Mama never imposes her Will. She strong because she 
right. Her children sometimes have ideas their own 
contrary Mama’s. Mama meets them more than half 
way; they always decide that Mama’s way best. 
not strange that faith rooted deep throughout the 
family. Petty differences fade before firm belief one 
another. 


Every reader, young old, may draw with profit and 
pleasure Mama’s Bank Account. 


Crime Club---April Selection 


Bailey, Mr. Fortune Finds Pig. Crime Club, 
Doubleday, Doran. April 1943. 269p. $2.00. 


War and witchcraft; fifth columnists and pacifists and 
pinkiish Reds; goats and pigs and little horned men are 
subtly interwoven this novel espionage. all starts 
with cases typhoid breaking out suddenly among 
evacuated children isolated Welsh community; 
develops with the discovery skeleton, evidently 
murdered man, and the death London editor after 
attempt poison and undermine the public morale 
arousing dissension between Army and Air forces; ter- 
minates with the discovery the elusive pig Detective 
Reggie Fortune. Although 
angle bit far-fetched the story whole gripping 
and suitable for family reading. 
* * * 


Cain, James Three Kind. Knopf. 
1943. 327p. $2.50. 


The first these three novels, Career Major, deals 
with Leonard Borland contractor-husband weakly 
talented singer, Doris. While attempting some 
public relations work for his wife meets famous singer 
Cecil Carver who persuades him that has better 
voice than his wife, coaches him for few months and 
has him ready join famous traveling opera company. 
course Cecil and Leonard are love too. Shortly 
after their return from successful tour, Doris was given 
“the bird” musical number showplace; Leonard 
feels sympathetic toward her and rejoins her. The real 
story the Cecil-Leonard trip comes out; ergo, another 
estrangement between Leonard-Doris. Then Leonard 
given “the bird” audience; Doris feels sympathetic. 
The story over. Verdict: Skip it. 


The Embezzler, banking vice-president falls love 
with cashier’s wife, discovers her husband has been 
embezzler, puts his own money extricate her and 
the children from shame, shot her husband when 
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attempts hold-up, the husband killed, the v.p. 
exonerated the president (“it was against all rules, all 
prudence, but wasn’t morally wrong”), moves 
Honolulu with former cashier’s wife and children and 
everyone happy. Verdict: Skip it. 


Double Indemnity, this trilogy, the story 
insurance agent who trys beat the game killing 
person whom double indemnity contract has been 
taken. clever mystery story, intricately and rather 
plausibly developed. The major flaw solution the 
plot suicide. Good for adults. 
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Personal Mention 


future reviews seem slightly more mature, the aver- 
age, because Dr. Leonard Wolf taking unto 
himself partner, née Anne Breslin, formerly assistant 
the Secretary the Catholic Library Association. 
Effective the date publication this issue, May 
1943. The Editor feels duty further this literary 
alliance acting that ambiguous position best man. 
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